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Jan Knobel 9th Dan began his karate training in Holland in 1970, where he was 

influenced by his Japanese instructor Miyazaki Satoshi 8th Dan to continue with 

a karate journey that would become his life. 

 

Knobel sensei was a formidable tournament participant where he became Dutch 

National Champion on several occasions, JKA (Asai faction) European 

Champion, and finally JKA (Asai faction) World Champion 1996. He has also 

coached his squad through to places in several European and World 

Championships. 

 

As a former member of the JSKA, he was certified as a member of their 

Shihankai by Abe Keigo 9th Dan and he is a Fellow, Technical Committee 

member and holds the shogo: Hanshi with the International Shotokan-Rye 

Karate-Do Shihankai. 

 

During his 45 years in karate, he has trained with some of the most senior 

Japanese instructors in the world both at in Europe and Japan to include such 

notables as Nakayama Masatoshi 10th Dan,  Kase Taiji 9th Dan,  Shirai Hiroshi 9th 

Dan,  Enoeda Keinosoku 9th Dan,  Abe Keigo 9th Dan and  Yahara Mikio 8th Dan 

however one of the main influences was to be Asai Tetsuhiko 10th Dan, former 

JKA Technical Director and founder of Asai Ha. 

 

 

 

 



President - Founder of the 
WJKA 

Sensei Jan Knobel 9th Dan 
The aim of the World JKA Karate Association is to propagate pure JKA Shotokan 

karate steeped in the teachings and traditional methodology of the 

Japan Karate Association of the 1960's through to the early 1980's, prior to the 

death of Masatoshi Nakayama, and as outlined in the Best Karate Series. 

The concept of the WJKA was first put to an international board in 1994 in 

Brussels, by Sidoli Sensei and Knobel Sensei at the 2nd JKA Euro-Camp in 1996.  

The reasoning for this was the fact that both felt that karate-ka from both sides 

of the JKA (as prior to political divisions) should be able to train together and 

test together. They proposed that a neutral and non-political 'friendship society' 

of JKA karate-ka should be created, where no individual association should be 

in control of any other, allowing autonomy and the freedom to fully develop. 

Between 1997 and 1999 there were several discussions between the European   

instructors. At the conclusion of these discussions all seemed keen to try and 

alma gate in friendship. 

The concept was not to create yet another JKA body, but to create a 'union' 

where everyone was in communication, affording everyone access to 

instruction, regardless of which association an instructor. 

A meeting was held in Germany in May 2000 between students of Mikami 

Sensei, Yahara Sensei, Asai Sensei and Ochi Sensei. All agreed on the need for 

such an organization in order that JKA Karate could still be enjoyed by all, 

rather than one association being in total control of the mantle of JKA style 

karate. 

At the 12th (Asai faction) JKA World Karate Championships, held in Cardiff in 

July 2000, discussions took place between high grade non-Japanese instructors. 

All agreed with the need to begin the international friendship, and to draw from 

the experiences of senior karate-ka from around the globe and at this point the 

WJKA was born. 

Sensei Jan G. Knobel, 9th Dan  

Founder W.J.K.A. 

 

 


